
    
 

 HEADS  EM Lewis’ intense drama portrays the nightmare of four Western hostages 
facing execution in Iraq. American engineer Harold Wolfe (James Eckhouse) has been held 
in isolation for six months when Caroline (Beth Broderick), a British Embassy employee, is 
tossed into his tiny, dank holding cell, bound, gagged and blindfolded. Following her initial 
panic, the sardonic, well-coiffed Brit (how does she keep her do in place till the final scene? 
— a minor quibble) combats her terror with disdainful irony, snubbing her cellmate and 
scorning the meager nourishment he counsels her to eat. Meanwhile, in a neighboring 
cubicle, two recently kidnapped journalists — volatile Jack (Jeremy Gabriel), a seasoned 
loner, and idealistic Michael (J. Richey Nash), a petrified greenhorn — clash over what an 
escape attempt might do to their chances of survival. As weeks pass, the deadline for the 
beheading of Harold and Michael nears. While the play implicitly opposes U.S. policy, the 
main thrust is psychological, not political: to probe the transformations human beings 
undergo as they endure isolation, deprivation and dread. For middle-class audiences with lives 
of privilege, the similarity of their social station to the hostages on the stage will only intensify 
the drama’s considerable power. Under Darin Anthony’s direction, and underscored by 
designer Dan Jenkins’ cavernous yet claustrophobic set, the question of who we are beneath 
our posturing lands with such force, it jangles the nerves long after the play has ended. THE 
BLANK THEATRE, 6500 Santa Monica Blvd., Hlywd.; Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2 p.m.; thru 
Sept. 23. (323) 661-9827 or www.theblank.com. (Deborah Klugman)   
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The Blank Theatre Company opens their 17th season with the world premier of Em Lewis' 
HEADS, a gripping drama of four civilian prisoners of war who must deal with their captives, 
their own selves, and their possible fates.      The sett ing is a dingy warehouse located 
somewhere in Iraq. The current war is dragging on while taking its deadly and rather 
dangerous toll. Three civilians (two American, one British) have been grabbed off the street 
and been taken prisoner by the local rebels, while one American civilian has been captive for 
a number of months. In two separate cells set deep inside the bowels of the warehouse are the 
four, two each. In "cell" one is Jack Velazquez (Jeremy Gabriel) and Michael Apres (J. Richey 
Nash). Michael works as a reporter for one of the TV networks, while Jack is a stringer 
photographer. In "cell" two is Harold Wolfe (James Eckhouse) and Caroline Conway (Beth 
Broderick). Harold, working as a bridge building engineer has been kept by the Iraqis for some 
six months. Sharing the same cell is Caroline from the U.K. She was based at the British 
embassy in Iraq. Not knowing why they are being kept prisoner, these four struggle with their 
confinement by a hostile force that has made threats to them that they may or may not 
keep. Will these four ever be released alive, or do the terrorists have other plans in mind? 
This is a story of these four that will either break out of their "jail", or will break down from 
their own mind and soul, all in the name of journalism and by way of "peace through 
understanding".      This one act play is very tight, intense, and is part of an episode that can 
be described as "ripped from today's headlines!" The cast of four players are very into their 
roles, making their actions and reactions all too real to face! The set design itself by Dan 
Jenkins is very simple consisting of two bland looking rooms without any windows with just 
one door--a door to freedom or to death! Darin Anthony directs this production, keeping 
everyone moving until its rather "surprise" finish.      HEADS may (or may not) possess an 
actual "head count". The writer won't necessarily state how everything comes out (if at all), 
but as to the current war, it's not pretty! This show packs a wallop and is indeed worth a good 
look! 


